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We represent 155 
public power 
consumer-owned 
utilities in 10 Western 
states and Canada and 
over 400 Associate 
Member companies.
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The Battle for the Future of 
Hydropower: Lower Snake 

River Dams
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Lower Snake River Dams

Lower GraniteLittle GooseLower MonumentalIce Harbor
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Losing the Lower Snake River Dams?

Losing the LSRD means…
 

Increasing electricity costs by 40%

Losing the LSRD means losing…
 

3000 MW of CO2-free generation
10% of the nation’s wheat export capacity

48,000 acres of irrigated farmland



Dam Breaching Efforts



Salmon?
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“Lead the charge for the Northwest to realize its clean energy potential using hydroelectricity as the cornerstone.”



Improving Columbia River Basin Salmon Returns
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Adult Salmon Returns at Bonneville Dam

Adult Salmon Linear (Adult Salmon)

1915-1937 estimates courtesy of BPA. 1938 – 2024 from UW DART



Data from University of Washington DART

Improving Snake River Basin Salmon Returns
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Adult Salmon Returns at Lower Granite Dam

Adult Salmon Linear (Adult Salmon)



BPA Supports Major F&W Program



Warning: Political Statements Ahead
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Biden Appointees

US Department of Interior: 
Sec. Deb Haaland

 
US Army Corps of Engineers:  
Assistant Secretary for Public 

Works, Mike Connor

USACE: Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary: Jamie 

Pinkham

NOAA Senior Advisor: Zachary 
Penny

US Parks Service: 
Charles Samms

Lower Snake River Dams

Salmon vs. Energy?

Tribal Restorative 
Justice

Anti-Growth

Nature Conservation

Clash of Worldviews



Politics



The $1.6 Billion Funding Challenge

Organization Assets Annual Revenues
Combined Assets 

+ Revenues

Natural Resources Defense 
Council $467,000,000 $263,000,000 $730,000,000 

Earthjustice $247,000,000 $147,000,000 $394,000,000 

Sierra Club $130,000,000 $167,000,000 $297,000,000 

Trout Unlimited $31,000,000 $66,000,000 $97,000,000 

American Rivers $17,500,000 $17,000,000 $34,500,000 

Idaho Conservation League $7,500,000 $3,300,000 $10,800,000 

Columbia Riverkeeper $4,200,000 $3,000,000 $7,200,000 

Northwest Energy Coalition $1,400,000 $1,200,000 $2,600,000 

Save Our Wild Salmon $250,000 $470,000 $720,000 

Huge amounts 
of advocacy 
dollars are spent 
each year to 
persuade 
policymakers to 
eliminate 
productive 
hydropower 
resources.
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Lower Snake River Dams Under Biden Administration



Biden Admin’s Pathway to Breaching

Sep 2022:
CEQ-Sponsored 

Negotiations 
Begin

Sep 2022:
NOAA 

“Rebuilding” 
Report 

Finalized

Mar 2023:
President 

Biden Calls for 
“Abundant & 
Harvestable”

Jun-Dec 2023:

Public Power 
Utilities Frozen 

Out of 
Negotiations

Dec 2023:
Biden Admin 
Announces 

“10-year 
Settlement 

Agreement”

Jun 2024: 
DOI Tribal 

Circumstances 
Analysis Calls 
for New Non-

ESA NEPA 
Standard

Nov 2024: 
Plans for 

Environmental 
Review 

Announced

Dec 2024:
SEIS Notice of 
Intent Issued

“The Administration commits to 
exploring lower Snake River habitat 
restoration opportunities, including but 
not limited to migration corridor 
restoration through breaching the four 
lower Snake River dams.”

Jun 2023: John 
Podesta Meets 
Separately 
w/Utilities and 
Tribes



Under Trump Administration, Dams to Get a 
Temporary Reprieve

Dam Breaching?



Trump Administration
Opportunities

Address Supplemental EIS

Make Determination re: 12/14 
Agreement

Litigation

Develop New “Foundational 
Documents”



Back to the Courtroom

June 2025: Trump 
Administration 
Announces Its 

Withdrawal from MOU

July 2025: Trump 
Administration 

Withdraws Notice of 
Intent for SEIS

October 2025:
State of Oregon Files 
Motion for Injunctive 

Relief

December 2025: 
Defense Filings Due

Late December 2025 – 
January 2026: Court 
Reviews Filings and 
Schedules Hearings



What Can We Do?

• Speak with a Unified Voice

• Leverage Our National Associations

• Work with Our Regional 
Policymakers

• Think Beyond 3 Years!
• Build More & Stronger Coalitions

• Look for Tribal Partnership 
Opportunities





                     www.linkedin.com/in/kurt-miller-nwppa

Questions and Commentary?
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